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Theological Outlines. Vol. I. The Doctrine of God. By the Rev. Fran 

cis J. Hall, M.A., Instructor of Theology in the Western Theological 

Seminary, Chicago, 111. Milwaukee, Wis., The Young Churchman Co. 

1892. i6mo, pp. 148. 

The plan and purpose of this little book are very good. 
A series of such text-books is a decided desideratum in our 

Theological Seminaries. The author shows considerable 

learning and his analysis is generally excellent. We cannot 

say that we are satisfied with the first two chapters, in which 

the fundamental definitions are given and the authority of 

dogma is stated. It may more properly belong to the de 

partment of Apologetics, but we cannot help thinking that 

a more complete and intelligible statement should have been 

made of the place of authority in religious belief. It is quite 

right to ; insist upon the dogmas of the Church, but it is 

equally important to ascertain what are those dogmas. The 

author states (p. 26) that 
" 

dogma is an authoritative formu 

lation of truth," and that "some dogmas are decreed by the 

whole Church," and others "are received by the whole 

Church." On p. 31 he defines this reception as "reception 

by all, or nearly all, Catholic theologians." This is the most 

important and serious definition in the book, and in it there 

are at least two ambiguous phrases, viz.: "Nearly all" and 

"Catholic theologians." We regret to criticise a useful man 

ual like this, but we feel the importance of better definition 

of essential terms. The last nine chapters on God and His 

Nature and Attributes are very good. 

John Wyclif Last of the Schoolmen and First of the English Reformers. 

By Lewis Sergeant. [Heroes of the Nations Series.] New York and 

London, G. P. Putnam's Sons. 1893. i2mo, pp. ix., 377. 

IT was certainly necessary that this valuable series should 

contain a volume devoted to some striking figure in English 

history during the great reign of Edward III. Perhaps the 

editor of the series, Mr. Evelyn Abbott, did well in choosing 

John Wyclif as this figure, and he certainly did well in as 

signing him to Mr. Sergeant for treatment. The latter has 
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produced a book which must be highly commended both for 

its readableness and its thoroughness, and the publishers 
have made the volume a model of its kind. The illustrations 

in particular are numerous and good, and the reader is fur 

nished with a "chronology of events" and an index. 

We are inclined to doubt, however, whether John Wyclif 
is a proper subject for treatment in a series of popular biog 

raphies. That he was a hero no one will doubt, but can his 

life be treated properly in a way to arouse the interest and 

enthusiasm of the modern reading public ? We doubt it be 

cause, in the first place, so few details of his biography are 

known that it is hard to represent him as a man and not as 

the incarnation of a principle ; because, in the second place, 
it is impossible to do justice to the subject without treating 

with more or less fulness such a number of historical and 

theological points that a reader will begin to fear that he has 

been entrapped into reading a piece of serious historical work 

and not a sugar-coated historical biography. We have indi 

cated in the foregoing sentence the only criticisms of impor 
tance that can be justly passed on Mr. Sergeant's book, and 

it will be seen that they are due to no fault of the author's, 
who might, however, have let us know that some very able 

scholars refuse now-a-days to believe in the existence of 

such a person as Sir John Mandeville. We cannot help 

thinking that it would have been better if Edward the 

Black Prince had taken Wyclif's place among "the heroes 

of the nations;" but as we have not been called upon to edit 

this admirable series, and as we have been asked to give our 

opinion upon Mr. Sergeant's biography, we shall conclude by 

recommending our readers to make themselves acquainted 
with it and with its companion volumes. 
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